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1 Work ha decides how to remove radioactive waste from crevices 
By LISA AUG 
Niagara Gazette 

LEWESTON - Demolition of the concrete 
silo containing 4,000 cubic yards of radioac- 
tnve waste a t  the former Lake Ontario Ord- 
nance Works has been postponed until 
summer, 

Bechtel Nahonal, caretaker of the site, 
1s silspended work until it decides how to . e m o w  the last 200 yards of material stuck 

a i l  the srio. 
Since laql fall ,  workers for Siccoli and 

hfassaro Construction have been using a 
special min~ng  unrt to pump the waste into a 
concrete storage area. 

But the equipment cannot remove materi- 
a: stuck in crevices and on the walls of the 

former water tower. 
"We haven't decided yet what method 

we'll use to get the rest of the residues out of 
the silo," Beehtel spokesman John Scklatter 
said. 

The U.S. Department of Energy, which 
owns the 190-acre property on PIetcher 
Road, originally planned to remove the 
waste and demolish the silo by November, 
then postponed the demolition until Feb- 
ruary. 

The site has contained radioactive materi- 
a l  since 1%4, when waste from the Manhat- 
tan Project development of the atomic 
bomb was transferred from Oak Widge, 
Tenn. 

Residues from the silo a r e  the most radio- 

active of more than 250,000 cubic yards of 
radioactive material, much 01 it contami- 
nated soil, on the property. 

For  more than 20 years, until a vent in the 
top of the silo was covered, the residue gave 
off high levels of deadly radon gas. During 
the recent work, two 25-square-foot holes 
were cut  in the silo for the equipment. 

Those holes have been ciosed, Schlatter 
said. Regular monitoring of air near the silo 
has not fousld radon gas levels above the de- 
partment's safety levels, he said. 

Transferring the residues is slipposed to 
be a temporary measure untg the energy 
department decides on a disposal method. 

By March, the department will issue a n  
environmental impact statement ouuining 

its Ian for disposing of aU 250,OW cubic S yar  s of radioacCive mlaterial. 
A pre l imhary  statement issued in August 

listed four options for dealing with the 
material: do nothhg,  leave it in Lewiston 
but strengthen the storage area, transport 
par t  or all of it  to Oak Ridge, or transport 
par t  or all of it lo  Hanford, Wash. 

That report said leaving the material 
where it is would be the safest and cheapest 
alternative, but did not ideneiEy which option 
the department prefers. 

Eoeal officials, while wishing the depart. 
ment would remove a 1  the material, corn- 
p r o m i s e d  by a s k i n g  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  l o  
remove a t  least the highly radioactive resi- 
dues. 
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